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The Tangled Feet Problem 

On a hot day, a group of children were sitting 

by a pond. They wanted to have some fun. They 

took off their shoes and put their feet in the 

pond. They splashed around a little. After a 

while, they got bored.  

Just then an old man walked by. One of the 

children said, “Let’s have some fun with him!” 

They all laughed and planned to play a trick on 

him.  

The children 

called to the 

man, “Please, 

come here. We have a  

big problem!” 

tickled serious scold 

winked giggle wise 

w 
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The old man walked over to the 

children. He looked worried and he 

wanted to help the ch ildren. “What is 

it?” he asked. 

“Our feet are tangled. We cannot tell 

whose feet belong to who!” The 

children giggled and winked at each 

other. 

The old man was wise but also kind. 

He understood that the children were not 

serious. He did not get angry or scold the 

children. Instead, he played along. He said, 

“That sounds like a serious problem, but I think I 

can help.” 

The old man found a long stick. Then he came 

back to the pond and tickled the children’s 

feet with it.  
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Each child whose feet he tickled would start 

laughing loudly. The child would laugh so hard 

that he would roll out of the water. One after 

another, the children and their feet rolled out of 

the pond. 

“There, I have solved your problem!” said the 

wise man. 
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The Tangled Feet Problem (exercises) 

1. Find the best answer. 

 Where were the children sitting? 

a. in a park 

b. by a pond 

c. at school 

d. at home 

Who did the children decide to play a trick 

on? 

a. their friends 

b. a girl 

c. an old man 

d. nobody 

What did the children tell the old man? 

a. that their hands were tangled 

b. that they were bored 

c. that they were lost 

d. that their feet were tangled 
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2. Answer the questions using full sentences. 

Why did the old man walk over to the 

children? 

_______________________________________________ 

 Did the man get upset at the children? 

_______________________________________________ 

 What did the man use to tickle the 

children’s feet? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

3. What would you have done to solve the 

children’s problem?  

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________. 


